Certification Levels 1 and 2

In accordance with the DoD Year 2000 Management Pl an, Level 1
certification is achieved when an i ndependent test of the system has been
successfully conpleted. Level 2 certification is achieved when the test
process and test results indicating Y2K conpliance have been independently
audited. The purpose of these certification levels is to ensure that systens
are Y2K conmpliant and still performas originally intended. |I|ndependent test
or audit is inmportant because it increases confidence that the systemwl|
function properly in the year 2000.

I ndependence i s achieved only when the entity that controls and
conducts the testing or auditing is inpartial and objective regarding the
system being tested. At a mninmum the entity conducting the independent
test or audit nust be functionally separate from and conprised of, different
i ndividuals than the entity that devel oped the system executed the Y2K
renovati on and/ or conducted the systemtest. This separation will help ensure
that results are not affected or influenced by prior know edge of the
system s characteristics, by undue influence or other biases. In addition
t he i ndependent team may not be supervised or evaluated by the system
devel opnent/renediation team Sinilarly, the devel opnent/renedi ati on team
menbers must not control or influence the test paraneters, paradigns, and
criteria for determ ning success or failure of the test. Finally, it must be
consi dered whet her other factors exist that would inpair the objectivity or
inmpartiality of the testing or auditing team

The followi ng table provides representative exanpl es of independent
testing or auditing scenarios that provide the requisite i ndependence
required for a Level 1 or Level 2 certification

If the system devel opnent, renediation Then the independent testing or
and/or testing is perfornmed by a: auditing may be perforned by a:
Contract or - Governnent Organization

Di fferent Contractor

I ndependent Test Facility, e.g.,
JITC, etc.

I nspector Ceneral (1§ Ofice
I ndependent Audit activity

Gover nment Organi zati on - Contractor

Di fferent Government O ganization
not involved in
devel opnent /renedi ati on/ testing

I ndependent Test Facility, e.g.,
JITC, etc.

I nspector Ceneral (1G Ofice
I ndependent Audit activity

Not es:

1. Certification effort nmust be i ndependent of system devel opnent or
mai nt enance taski ng.

2. Certification tasking nust be to a technically conpetent and know edgeabl e
organi zati on.




